Saturday, November 7t

Antibody Transfer in Neonatal Alpacas
Saturday, November 7t 10-11am
Steve Purdy, DVM, Director of Camelid Studies, UMASS Amherst

Bio

Steve Purdy received his DVM degree in 1981 from the New York State
College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University. Dr. Purdy is Associate
Professor of Veterinary Education, Director of Camelid Studies, and
Director of the Fund for Education and Research in Large Animal
Veterinary Medicine, Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences,
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He is also the director of the
Camelid Reproduction Center at UMass Amherst.

Dr. Purdy is very interested in the preventive medicine aspect of the
management of camelids. His special interests include reproduction,
neonatal care, nutrition, and infectious diseases. He emphasizes a hands-
on practical approach to caring for livestock, while keeping their
environment as stress free and natural as possible. Dr. Purdy is committed
to teaching practical large animal subjects to undergraduate and
graduate students, and to helping undergraduate students gain
admittance to veterinary school for a career as a large animal vet. He is
involved in practical research and educational projects which promote
improvement of camelid health.


http://www.umass.edu/vasci/faculty/purdy/CamelidStudiesProgram.htm

How Fiber Products Help Farms Weather a Tough Economy
Saturday, November 7th; 11:15am -12:00pm
David Stensland, Founder, RedMaple Sportswear

www.redmaplesportswear.com

Even during --perhaps especially during -- tough economic times, alpaca
fiber products are used to help generate cash flow & keep visitors coming
back to your farm. You don’t need set store hours or a stand-alone
building. - It's ok to keep it simple and grow in increments. We’ll discuss
plans for various amounts of available space, time, and capital to find a
strategy that works for you -- regardless if you are just starting out or an
experienced farmer.

Bio

Residing on the southern coast of Maine, David has been coaching
alpaca farm store owners on product success for over 12 years. For more
than 20 years, he has successfully navigated various aspects of the
fashion & textile industries, from product design, development &
merchandising, to advertising, packaging, & art direction. He’s worked
for numerous apparel brands in these roles, including Polo Ralph Lauren, J.
Crew, Jack Nicklaus Golf, and America’s Alpaca for the Alpaca Fiber Co-
op of North America.

David’s current product line, RedMaple Sportswear, was founded in 2004.
It's the leading casual brand in hundreds of alpaca farm stores across the
U.S. & Canada who supplement sales of their own farm grown fiber
products with David’s innovative socks, hats, gloves, vests & sweaters to
complete the alpaca story & help increase cash flow.


http://www.redmaplesportswear.com

Breeding for Color: Color Genetics for Alpaca Breeders

Saturday, November 7t 1:00-3:00pm

Dr. Andrew Merriwether, Associate Professor of Anthropology and Biology,
SUNY Binghampton/Co-owner Nyala Farm Alpacas

thttp://www.merriwether.org/nyala/

2 hour presentation on color genetics for alpaca breeders, covering the
basic rules of color inheritance for alpacas and how to figure out what
colors your animals can make, and how to choose breeding stock and
breedings to optimize color outcomes. We will demonstrate how to use
the ARI database to research the color genetic capabilities of your herd,
and of potential mates and future purchases. Questions are encouraged.
Attendees are encouraged to bring ARI certificates and/or pictures of
your animals if you have specific questions about them.



http://www.merriwether.org/nyala/

Bio

Andy Merriwether received his B.A. in Medical Anthropology and B.S. in
Biology from Pennsylvania State University in 1988, his M.S. in Genetics from
Pennsylvania State University in 1989, and his Ph.D. in Human Genetics
from the University of Pittsburgh in 1993.

Dr. Merriwether was a fellow at the Keck Center for Advanced Training in
Computational Biology in Pittsburgh from 1993-1996. From 1996-2003 Dr.
Merriwether was an assistant professor of anthropology and of Ecology
and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Michigan, and from 1999-2003
was a faculty member in the Center for Statistical Genetics and the
Center for Molecular and Clinical Epidemiology of Infectious Disease at
the University of Michigan, as well.

From 2003 to the present, Dr. Merriwether has been an associate professor
of Anthropology and of Biology at Binghamton University (State University
of New York). Dr. Merriwether has authored and co-authored over 50
scientific papers, articles and book chapters. Dr. Merriwether has long
studied genetic evidence for human and animal variation, evolution and
migration around the world, including the domestication of camelids,
camelid evolution, and the genetics of pigmentation and of health and
disease in camelids. Dr. Merriwether established the Camelid DNA Bank at
Binghamton University in 2002-2003, which will pass 3000 samples by the
end of 2009.

Andy and Ann Merriwether co-own Nyala Farm Alpacas where they have
over 55 alpacas, all huacayas except for two demonstration model suris.
Nyala Farm also raises Wensleydale sheep, Jacobs sheep, Angora rabbits,
and Clydesdale horses and is located in Vestal, New York.



Sunday, November 8 t

The Fiber Business, from Shearing to Sales
Sunday, November 8th, 10-11am

Laura Busk y, Fiber Artist and Co-owner, North Brook Farm Alpacas
http://www.northbrookalpacas.com/




